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The unread story is not a story; it is 

little black marks on wood pulp. 

The reader, reading it, makes it 

live: a live thing, a story. —Ursula 

K. Le Guin
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First words of AP Lit Wisdom: do not, 

do not, do not, DO NOT wait until the 

weekend before school begins to 

start your work! Remember, “To 

read without reflecting is like eating 

without digesting” - Edmund Burke
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Dear A.P. English Literature Student,

You have elected to take a most exciting class in your senior 
year which requires a great deal of dedication and effort.

Please read below for the summer reading assignments (Parts 
I-III) for this course. Read the material carefully before 
beginning the assignments. If you have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to email me. Be sure to complete all the assignments 
prior to the first day of school. Assignments in this class are 
only accepted on or before the due date. By preparing in 
advance, you will enhance the possibility of achieving a score of 
4 or 5 on the A.P. Exam, as well as easing the burden of the 
heavy reading necessary for this college level class. Don't 
forget that you will have other responsibilities during the 
coming year, but not to the exclusion of your obligations for this 
class!

The more you read, the better reader you will become.           

Have a well-deserved rest and a great vacation! Sincerely,

Mica Bloom                                                                                         

 English Department Chair

 mbloom_te@flatbush.org

A
-H

TR
LLP

B- CHOICE

#
#
#


SLIDESMANIA.COM
SLIDESMANIA.COM
SLIDESMANIA.COM

TITLE A
TITLE B

TITLE C
TITLE D

DATE: DATE:
PART I – Read How to Read 

Literature like a Professor

Thomas Foster’s excellent book How to 
Read Literature Like a Professor is the first 
place to start. This is an exceptionally 
helpful text as Foster focuses on literary 
essentials: literary models, motifs and 
narrative devices, and major themes. 
Hopefully some of what you read will be 
familiar to you, and some will be new, 
allowing you to read your summer novels 
with fresh ideas. It is important that you 
read this book first, as it will be of great 
help to you

Some notes here!!
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DATE: DATE:CHOICE BOOK
 After reading one book from the list (see opposite 
page) , complete the following essay.                                 
Writing Assignment: 

After reading your chosen book (see opposite), you 
will write a 2-3 page critical analysis using three of 
the techniques that Foster details in the book How 
to Read Literature Like a Professor. Your essay must 
include a strong, arguable thesis supported by 
adequate textual evidence, and be at least 5-6 
paragraphs in length (including an introduction and 
conclusion). Avoid plot summary. This assignment 
will be collected on the FIRST day of school; please 
note that late assignments will be penalized 5 
points for each day the assignment is late. In other 
words, don’t be late!me more text here.

B- CHOICE
C

- H
G

A
-H

TR
LLP

#
#
#
#
#
#


SLIDESMANIA.COM
SLIDESMANIA.COM
SLIDESMANIA.COM

TITLE A
TITLE B

TITLE C
TITLE D

DATE: DATE:
Directions: 
After reading the novel, choose different chapters to 
answer the following prompts and write VERY 
SHORT PAPERS (VSP - no more than a pager for 
each) that makes an argument for your answer to 
the questions , uses textual evidence and citations 
(Gyasi 135) from the novel to prove your argument, 
and an explanation of how the evidence proves your 
argument. You must choose five different chapters to 
reflect upon. 
Check the next slide for the VSP.

DUE OCTOBER 4

(please make sure you have a copy of the book for the first few weeks of class)
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1. Deception: Identify a character who deceives 
others. In a well-developed VSP, discuss the 
character’s deception and its effects, how definition is 
defined, and the theme that is  revealed by the 
character’s deception.
 
2. Cruelty: Identify a character who is intentionally 
cruel to others. In a well-developed VSP, discuss the 
purpose and effects of the character’s cruelty, how 
cruelty is defined, and what theme is revealed 
through the character’s cruelty toward others. 

3. Sacrifice: Identify a character who has 
deliberately sacrificed something in a way that 
illuminates his or her values. In a well-developed 
VSP discuss what the character has sacrificed, what 
values are revealed through this sacrifice, and what 
theme is revealed because the character made this 
sacrifice. *Keep in mind that it is not just physical 
things that are always sacrificed: sometimes sacrifice 
can take the form of something abstract, like a 
relationship...

 4. Home: Identify a character who leaves home yet 
finds that home remains significant. In a 
well-developed VSP discuss how the character 
defines “home,” explain the importance of “home” to 
this character and reasons home continues to 
influence the character, and identify the theme that 
is revealed through the character’s idea or 
understanding of home. *Keep in mind the many 
definitions of “home.” It does not necessarily need to 
refer to a dwelling: it could refer to a person or time 
period... 

5. Justice or Injustice: Identify a character who 
responds in some way to justice or injustice. In a 
well developed VSP, discuss the character’s 
definition of justice or injustice, how it affects the 
character, and the theme that is revealed through 
the character’s response to justice or injustice. 
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“Reading fiction is important. It is a 
vital means of imagining a life other 
than our own, which in turn makes us 
more empathetic beings. Following 
complex storylines stretches our 
brains beyond the 140 characters of 
sound-bite thinking, and staying 
within the world of a novel gives us 
the ability to be quiet and alone, two 
skills that are disappearing faster than 
the polar ice caps.” – Ann Patchett
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